St. Gregory Parish
Dear Friends,
First, I would like to thank you for your gracious welcome over the past year. St. Gregory's has always
been seen as a wonderful Parish. I have discovered that it is in great part because of your faithfulness,
thoughtfulness and love that is felt not only here but beyond the Parish boundaries.
As you will see in the attached financial report, we are projecting a significant deficit for this fiscal year.
Like many individuals and families, we will have to choose which bills we can pay in full and what projects
need to be deferred. For many years St. Gregory's Parish has had resources from the rental of the former
High School Building which allowed us to make ends meet. The lease ended in June. The property has
been marketed aggressively for the past six months but we have received no offers.
Given this, the financial state of the Parish is not as stable as it needs to be, despite your generosity.
Notwithstanding the challenges before us I remain somewhat hopeful that as a parish, we can turn this
around. Through it all, as a community of faith, we will still gather to offer praise to God knowing that God
is our hope and lasting peace.
The enclosed budget indicates in last years fiscal year we had a surplus of $ $72, 496.00 because of the
sale of a property given to the Parish several years ago and our rental income. Next year we are projecting
a deficit of $331,744 which represents the loss of the rental of the High School Building. Clearly our
operating expenses need to be met by the money received annually.
Given the deficit we have put aside the possibility of hiring a Pastoral Associate or Director of Religious
Education, continue to more fully scrutinize our expenditures to see where cuts can and should be made
and forgo any non-emergency capital improvements. This is painful but necessary. Unexpected but
necessary capital improvements this past year were $110,742.00. Already this fiscal year we spent
$60,000 on new boilers for the church.
But in addition to this, as a parish, we need to consider differing ways to increase the weekly offering
collection and Grand Annual Collection. The long-term viability of the Parish depends on our response to
this critical situation.
I realize that this is a difficult letter to receive, but I am confident that we can address this situation in a
hopeful and successful way. As we move ahead, with the assistance of Julie Hayes, our Business Manager,
I will continue to strive to be a good steward of our resources. It is my hope that St. Gregory's which is
truly a spirit-filled and wonderful parish will become a stronger, more stable, intentional, and effective
center of evangelization. With God's help and the power of the Holy Spirit this can become a reality.
If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to speak to me at any time, e-mail me at
bowdoin9043@gmail.com or call 617-686-0290. In conclusion, I would like to thank you for your prayerful
and generous support, kindness and willingness to involve yourself in the works of Christ.
Courage and Confidence in the Risen Christ,

stor
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